[Neurosurgical importance of the superior petrosal venous complex].
To study the microsurgical anatomy of the superior petrosal venous complex (SPVC). We conducted a descriptive and prospective study. Six injected specimens were used (12 sides). The microsurgical anatomy of the SPVC was studied by means of an anterior, retrosigmoid and transpetrosal approach. Neurosurgical equipment, 0-degree rigid endoscopy and OPMI-1 surgical microscope with 6× to 20× magnification were all used in this study. The venous drainage pattern toward the superior petrosal sinus was analysed, as were the formation of tributary veins, the relationship with the trigeminal nerve and the anatomical variants of SPVC. The SPVC was present in all cases. A tributary, cerebellopontine fissure vein was identified in 100% of cases. The venous drainage pattern of the SPVC was divided into medial, intermediate and lateral with respect to the suprameatal crest. The SPVC was simple in 8 sides and duplicate in 4 sides. A triangle formed by the tentorium, the SPVC and part of the tentorial and petrosal surface of the cerebellum was also observed in the study. This triangle was called the petrosal-tentorial triangle. It is important to understand the microsurgical anatomy of the SPVC. Therefore, we propose the petrosal-tentorial triangle as a neurosurgical route for the management of pathologies from the cerebellopontine angle to the superior petroclival region.